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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting 
as not only with the semblauces, but the positive evidences of eternal existence, 
oguaing ua to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to tha spiritual, 
ont the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are doaling with the ab- 
solute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en- 
Guring facts are beyond the tomb. 


VALEDICTION. 


a 


Wira the present number the Spiritual Times must close. 
Ihave done my best to save it. This announcement, I 
doubt not, will be received by many warm friends to the 
movement with regret, for I feel assured that with all its 
defects, the Spiritual Times was a welcome guest to many. 
I trust sincerely it has been an useful auxiliary to the 
various agencies at work in Spiritualism. When Mr. 
Robert Cooper—whose great sacrifices for our movement 
must bo remembered with admiration by us all—decided to 
throw off the heavy monetary burden, which ho sustained 
for two years in euppart of the Spiritual Lyceum, and the 

t that the paper ought not to be allowed 
to drop, yet, saw no way of saving it. The anouncement 
was no sooner made that the Spiritual Times must stop, than 
a subscription was raised ina very kind and spontaneous 


. Manner, amounting to £60 and presented tome by Mr. 


Wx. Howitt, at Westbourne Hall, Bayswater. Previous to 
_ this, I had contemplated a trip to America, thinking to 
lecture on Spiritualism through the States, and return to my 
family in the course of a fow months with some settled plan 
of action for the future. The frionds who so kindly got up 
my testimonial inserted these words in the circular which was 
sent round, “He hopes to find a field of usefulness in 
America.” I had no hand whatever in this, and indeed, told 
them and others who talked to me upon the subject, that on 
no consideration, would I accept a testimonial for the pur- 
pose of being expatriated; that if friends gave at all, 
hoped they would give for myself, regardless of 
where I might choose to reside. Whilst the Testimonial was 
in operation, some friends offered to assist me to continue 
the paper. My course of action was at once decided. I 
Wrote to the chairman of the Presentation meeting to say 
what had transpired. I should not now allude to this, but 
it seems necessary in justice to myself, as I have since then, 
repeatedly heard the most unkind and false charges pre- 
ferred against me, because it was unfortunately expected by 
some, that I was certain to go to America. I now emphat- 
ically with my whole nature declare that I never considered 
that the monoy was subscribed for the purpose of en- 
abling me to reach America. When the first words reached 
- Mo that such an opinion was abroad, I replied, that I should 
be most happy to refund any subscriptions given under that 
impression, yot, to this day, I am told by somo Spiritualists 
that I did wrong in not going to America; that in fact I 
“obtained the money under falso colors.” The charge is 
falso; and I now again say, for the last time, if any 
One of the seventy subscribers to that Testimonial will 
Write to me or call upon me, saying that his or her sub- 
Scription was given for the express and sole ae ir of my 
Soing to America, I will most gladly refund the sum 


subscribed. If I do this, and I have made no secret of 
my willingness, nay desire to do it, what right has any one 
to accuse me of obtaining the money under false pretencos ? 
I admit it is possible the words in the circular may havo 
induced the beliof, that I was about to emigrate to America. 
If so, it was unfortunato. I am sorry forit. I never caused 
those words to bo inserted , and therefore cannot accuse my 
conscience of wrong in the matter. I trust I shall be for- 
givon for touching upon this matter, and for the future 
savod from furthor annoyance on the subject. 

To return to the Spiritual Times. A committeo of gentle- 
men met and agreed to subscribe certain sums per annum, 
to enable mo to carry on the paper. I append a list of thoso 
who have paid up their subscriptions, lest unjust suspicions 
should at any timo bo entertained of them. 


£. s d. 
T. E. PARTRIDGE, EsQ......ccecessesececceeess 10 0 0 
EDS S E E A Wbidieks hee ak Whee Gs 5 0 0 
Mrs. BERRY. seeseosossosesssossserssesesess 50 O 
J. H. Gooott, Esq... .ccacsesencssccessssesesse 50 0 
We Bis is Sadighore nea rorci chen oweidewen BOO 
JOSHUA TAYLOR, ESQ... cecceesscccuseccessaces 50 O 
J. S. Law, EsQ.. ccc. ceccce ee sees secseseseers 50 0 
CHRISTOPHER COOKE, EsQ...ceeesecsecccceecses 30 0 
Mr. A. FUSEDALE, ccc cscccesenessccesccucevees 22 0 
MR. S. WILKS. cccccccececececvecsscecsssesee i 1 O 
Mr: BROAD ¥6%. ve: caie bib 60s seresa asera oea 1 1 0 
THOMAS GRANT, EsQ....cecceveseces caseseseeel 0 O 
MR. SHERRATT sesossessssonssosesvassossee 05 O 


Owing to the deficiences alone of the others who promised. 
assistance, I have had resting upon me a heavier burden 
than I can bear, and I havo no alternative but to stop the 
paper. 

cannot let this opportunity pass without expressing my 
deep sense of gratitude to all who have in any way assisted 
me inmy work. I have been greatly sustained during a 
career pregnant with difficulties, which have often seemed 
insurmountable, by the consciousness that I was working 
hand-in-hand with brothers and sisters, whose strong 
sympathies, like guardian angels, were ever with me. 

I have no fèar for Spiritualism; it is God’s missionary, 
and will in His way and in His time regenerate humanity. 

T cannot in justico to my family, do more than I havo 
already done, or I would cheerfully, to keep the paper 
alive. I am, nevertheless, satisfiod, having done my best, 
and can only hope that thoso who havo watched my progress 
are satisfied as well. Tho satisfaction that comes in the 
Shapo of gold is not always the most valuable. Tho 
additional experience I have gained, since I have been con- 
nected with the Spiritual Times, has beon of great uso to 
mo. I havo had to buy it at timos, dearly it is truo; but 
its value is all the greater. Tho stoppago of the paper will 
not damp my ardour in the cause; 1 hope to make myself 
in other ways obedient to the principles which have sustain- 
ed me from tho moment Spiritualism laid its divine hand 
upon my head, consecrating mo to its service. 


J. I. Power. 


od 
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, PITFALLS. 

Barrus,“ A friendly eye could never see such faults.” 

Casaius,—** A. Aattéref’s would not, though they do appear as 
Loge as high Olympus.’ —Shukesgeare. 

Tho f&et that Spiritualism belongs to no particular section 
of, *but to all mankind, is sufiicient to account for tho 
iviblos, ectentricitios, and in instances, degrading supor- 
sitions, of some who mareh under its banner. Humanity 
i: both conservative and revolutionary. It has its night- 
sido and day-side; its glorious white-winged angels, and its 
iiack demons. Tho extremes are evcrywhero apparent; 
henco it can cause uo surprise to a truly pailosophical mind, 
that Spiritualists shoyld. dulfer widely from cach other ; 
Locause the extremes of opinion belong to hu:aanity, and 
ive doubtless indispensable to its ultimate progrogg. The 
differences that exist amongst Spiritualists aro mainly 
iraceablo to human natitire, and would in somo other form 
manifest thomselves, if Spiritualism did not exist. No ono 
has the puwer to placo his finger on the dial of Progross 
and direct the hand. ‘There is a Divinity that shapes our 
nta, rough ‘Hew flier How wo will” But we can watch 
the'hand ofthe dial, gain éxpérience, and aet iu accord- 
ance with our conceptions of Wisdom. Looking on Spirit- 

` nalism as it itis roprostinted by the numerous circles alroady 
sporative in England: iré fro at the onset amazed at its mar- 
vellous suctosses. Wo'seathose who were once without 
the knowledgo of -immortzlity, now full of its praises, 
happy and zealous in the work of regeneration, and wo 
cannot bit Le thaukful to Spiritualicm for it. “It is always 
a pleasing task to recoril instances where souls have been 
brought from darkness into light by tho living truth of 
Spiritualism.” It becomes now a duty we owe to our highest 
instincts ty warn Spiritualists, in the spirit of brotherhood, 
against konté pitfalls we bbsorve in tho way. Ono of tho 
deepest of these pitfalls i$ spirit idolatry, which threatens 
to subvert the teachings of reason, and necessarily to pro- 
‘luce ruinous: results: - Spiritualists, especially those- who 
havo entored full-faithed-imte the ranks,-aro apt -to take for 
granted all that spirite-say, and to yigkl implicit obedionec to 
koir commands, Thus Reason, which is as much a God- 
given faculty as Faith, beeomes dethroned, and consequen- 
cos gad to contemplato-accrue: - This is not all; tho rule of 
spirits not-easily identified, is- absolutely worshipped, and 
ths idolater-aliows himself to become a mere passive instru- 
ment worked by invisible powers {it is well fur him if they 
happen to be wise amd good):--But- whether these ruling 
spirits be good, bad or indifierent,-the principlo at stako is 
tho samo; ' -A mran car only allow-his reasoning powors to 
wholly coase to regulate-his- movements, by giving up the 
title of manhood. Occasionally we hear of spirits direct- 
ing an idolater to traverso continents and seas, on a mission 
impossible of fulfilment. He obeys, the result, which his 
own judgment would havo foreseen, brings extromo suffor- 
ingyand.so on. Another idolater is directed, by his spirit- 
advisers, to sit a certain number of hours oach day in the 
open air on a pole. . He obeys; his best friends luugh at 
him, but, is ho not body and sou! tho instrument of spirits? 
Let fools langh, his mission ts to'bo obedient. 
foel regrot that occasiunally, such cases como before us. Wo 
would gladly omit the illustrations we havo given, but they 
are necessary for the purpose of pointing out the pitfall. A 
more frequent evidence of that simplicity which placos im- 
plicit faith in all that spirits say, another evidenco of 
idolatry, is the ready aptitude for great namos, which 
characterises many of tho spirits when they find a pliable 
medium to communicato through. Tho problem of idontity 
is avery difficult one. None know this better, than tho 
hosts of docoiving spirita surrounding. Hence, wo aro pre- 
. mnted with mosuages ad infinitum, purporting to be verituble 
:¢.ataunications from the spirit lips of Shakespoaro, Milton, 
and gil whose names have “ grown great in story.” - Now, 
how in the world are we to receivo such mussages, if wo do 
uot test them? A doggrel production, unworthy the author 
a? a Soven-dial stave, is nono the less doggrel because it 
‘umes from the lips of a spirit, and is endorsed by tho 
nouno of Shakespeare. A spirit messago made up of in- 
congruous patches of clmost mcaningloss proso, Or verso, is 
act a whit tho better for coming to us in tho namo of 
Vunyan or Byron. Thoe serious part of tho mattor is, that 


persons can sit and note down such messages and accopt|havo no 
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We can but. 


‘dissoct the whole of tho articlo piocomonl did T 
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them fer gospel, and feol indignant if we firmly refuse to 
print them. Wo must learn to distinguish the grain from 
tho chaff; to “try the spirits,” and to yield a reasonable 
faith only to such as prove themselves worthy. 

Wo are not now dealing with cases where identity is 
reasonably establiched. Our purpose at prescnt is, to point 
out tho pitfalls wo observo in the way of tho Spiritualist ; 
believing that no good but positive harm may como from 
allowing the-pitfalls to remain without a kindly warning. 
Tt may bo gratifying for mediums and their fricuds to listen 
to the utterances of half-informed spirits, and troasuro them 
as prococding from the lips of Josus, or any other of the 
sacred namos of history, but wo must in all conscience pro- 
test against giving thom to tho world as such, unless indeed, 
thoy bear with thom satisfactory marks of identity. We 
aro not prepared to say how far mediums may not deceive 
themselves in the mattor of names. This wo know, they are 
nono tho loss human beings, becauso they happen to be 
mediums. Wo find, generally, an ovor-sonsitiveness in 
mediuma, making them very susceptible to praiso and blame, 
and often to flattery. Whore they do not of themselves 
desire some doparted king of thought to come from the 
mystic realms of spirit-land to thom, spirits of an undevel- 
oped order, equally as fond of groat society as themselves, 
can and do, easily impress them to herald the namo of some 
groat idol to tho circle. 

« Like is attracted by liko,” is one of the fundamental 
doctrines of Spiritualism. Like wator, spirits find their 
lovel (spheres). They aro drawn to mortals by affinities, 
and may be said to choose for mediums those only who bear 
somo similitude to themselves. : 

Wo submit that nothing can compensato for the loss of 
Reason. Because pitfalls aro in our path is that a reason 
why we should tumble intothem? We rather think not. 
Roason is a lamp which should ever bo kept burning in our 
minds. If we allow its divino light to be blown opt by 
spirits, woo be to us. We are willing, as wo havo before 
said, to accept Spiritualism for itself, with its sunlight and 
clouds; but wo hy no means care to be held responsible for 
spirit idolatry—tho pitfalls in the way of tho Spiritnalist, any 
moro than wo oxpect to bo charged with participated guilt 
in all the murders, robberies and crimes, which degrade 
society, because we happen to be partof a great whole. 


“THE BRIGHTON GAZETTE.” 


In another part of our paper will be found an article 
ontitled, “ The ‘ Spiritual’ Press,” oxtracted from ‘The 
Brighton Gazette,” of Soptembor 13th, 1866. As ‘a speci- 
mon of that kind of reckless criticism, which judges and 
condemns without examination, and runs into all kinds of 
absurdities with the simplicity belonging to ignorance, this 
articlo may bo preserved. l 

Tho article with singular consistoncy, commences by refer- 
ring to ‘‘tho false, li olloug, and mischievous artitles put 
forward by the cheap metropolitan press, calculated to in- 
flamo tho passions of tho woak and designing.” —and“ends 


by libelling ina most falso and mischievous manner the 


Editor of this Journal. It would be an easy task for us to 
ace permit, 
for a moro illogical and illiberal attack’ on Spiritualism, 
has novor boforo camo undor our hotice. 

Tho readers of tho Brighton Gazotte, wo may suppose, 
would have boon spared this precious ‘attack on principle 
and integrity, had wo not print<] lately, “Experience in 
tho Workhotise.” Tforo tho shoo pinchos. But the ‘editor 
of tho Gazetto has mado quite a mistake to aupposn that 
wo needed to fill our columns by falling back upon Brighton. 
We havo no feeling whatevor against Brighton.  “ Exper- 
ience in tho Workhouse,” was writton puroly at tho dietatos 
of humanity, and was inrorted in tho Spiritual Times, aftor 
it was refused by tho “ Brighton Examiner,” ani ‘several 
other papers. n s e 

Rospecting the chargo allogod against Mra. T— of 
having “sought tho appointment of paid-nurso ‘at the 
Workhouse in quostion,” we havo the authority of Mrs. 
T , to say it has no foundation whatever in truth ; aD 
in passing wo can but expross our deep foalings of disgust 
at the insinuations about ‘cruelty and barbarism.” We 
hesitation in calling upon the Editor of the 


ism” without giving one word in proof ? Did Christ do any 


. fought with the unfair weapons he has used, those who 


_ poor ond honest. 


“Woman who can recognise the entire honesty of the 
medium. But the direct writing is a mystery ten-fold in- 


-Of a private nature was given to us, Mr. Shorratt placed 


_ ill be bleed.” Mr. Sherratt has tho original, framed, in 


. Spiritual phenomena can be more satisfactory to an enquir- 
. ing mind than the direct-vwriting, which is a frequent 


_-Beveral oxtracrdinary spirit-productions, which must 
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“ Brighton Gazette” to publish tho result of his E 
respecting Mrs. T -- Without ho does so fully and 
satisfactorily, we can but pronounce his insinuations about 
“eruclty and barbarism,” as both cruel and cowardly. Wo 
havo no personal ends to serve by a controversy on the case 
of Mrs. T————— and the. Brighton Workhouse. We 
espoused her cause, believing from many years acquaint- 
ance, in her general truthfulness. If sho has misinformed 
us, and the Workhouso authorities can prove it, we shall at 
any time be ready to apologise for the part wo have played 
in the matter, 

Now to como homé. The ‘ Gazette” says, “ Tho Elitor, 
(of the Spiritual Times) is ono J. H. Powell, a mechanic, 
who some few years sinco’ relinquished a situation at tho 
Brighton Railway works, in order that he might actively 
ally himself with the questionable doctrines then coming 
into notorioty.” This is, we suppose, on a par with “ tho 
cruelty and barbarism’? It is beyond tho mark. Wo 
left the Brighton Railway Works in 1860, and. started 
 Powoll’s Domestic Magazine,” which was set. devoted to 
‘quostionnble doctrines.” In fact at that timo. we know 
nothing ‘whatover of Mosmerism or Spiritualism—tho 
; iain doctrines ” alluded to. The indictment here 

ails. . Te 

By tho way, the Editor who so meanly assails a poor weak 
woman, and impugns improper motives-to us, speaks 
further on of “our blessed Lord Himself.” Can ho believe 
in the persecuted, despised, and forgiving Jesus, tho man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs, who spake.as never 
man spake? We marvel how a man accopting the teach- 
xngs of ‘our blessed Lord” can offer such an insult to His 
name as to drag it into an article full of the venom cf falso- 
hood! If the Editor of the “Brighton Gazotte” really 
loved. ‘our blessed Lord,” wo should say he would emulato 
His holy example. Did Christ go about “ instituting 
enquiries” to injure a peor woman, whose injurios already 
have turned hor hair white? Did Christ keep Lack the 
truth from the rich and powerful, whilst he published all 
He could in inverted commas, about- “ cruclty and barbar- 


discreditablo act which would sanction tho brutal work of 
slander, which characterises the article in the “Brighton 
Gazetto”’? MNoindood! His was a lifo of humility. Jo 
came to save not to condomn. If tho Editor of the 
“ Brighton Gazette,” had carefully road the Now Testament, 
and entertainod a practical view of Christ’s lifo and teach- 
ings, we niake bold to assert that he could never have 


dave committed no cffenco, without it be an offence to be 


DIREOT-WRITING. 


Mrs. Marszatu holds her mediumistic powers to a 
wonderful degree. The table-tiltings, rappings, answers 
‘to questions, are all astounding enough to the man or 


tensified. We sat lately with Mrs. Marshall and a few 
friends, at her large loo table. After a sensible spirit mossage 


some pencils and paper under the table; requesting the 
‘spirits to favour us with somo writing. Presently, all present 
heard the scratching of ono of the pencils; whon all . was 
still, knockings indicated that the paper was te be picked up. 
Mr. Sherratt at once picked it up, when behold! there was 
written in a bold, running kand, ‘ Love ong another, and you 


his possession. We think nothing in tho whole range of 


phase 
of the manifestations at the Marshalls. Mr. Marshall, wo 
may say, hes developed asa drawing medium. He has | 
provo 

interesting to all who know Spiritualism ts be trac. We 
epitemiee from a letter we have received from him the 
following :— DAA 

“Tho first time I sat, the paper was coverod with scratches | 
trom different coloured pencils. 


The meaning of this, I| 


-vould not understand ; but, gradually, however. tho picture | 


developed into a waterfil. The negt drawing ropreseuts 
wo beautiful flowers; then others werg: drawn with black- 
lead pencil, one is a drooping flower, the other a full-blown 
flower. After this, with blaeklead pencil was drawn “ David 
playing his harp, with an angol descending from heaven 
with a scroll in hishand, on which is written, Spirfiualism 
és True.” The next represonts what is stated to bo, part of 
the sevonth sphere, with a well-known character m, the 
foreground. Diroetly following this, Y had given to me, 
through my hand, other drawings too numerous to mention. 
As a, variation, some were produced in water, golours, one 
of which, ropresents the 4“ Witch cf Endor calling up 
Samuel.” Another illustrates the:-parablo ofthe rich lord 
going into a far country, aftorJoarving tha talents with his 
servants, and the unprofitable servant who hid his talent in 
the napkin. “ Mezekiah displaying’ his treasuras,”’ “ Josiah 
being proclaimed king,” and the Death of Athaliah,”” are. 
the subjects of others. Era bes tet 
<Mr. Marshall further informs us, that the spirits promis. 
he shall draw the similitudo. of the.-spiritual condition 
of any person’s mind, Woe have soon the. whole of the draw- 
ings and paintings mentioned, and.can assur: our readers 
that they aro curiosities. 6 See” 9) WOR Me ae 
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Wedo not. hold ourselves responsible for 
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AN USEFUL SUGGESTION... : 

eR igh ee Oi ae 

‘To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 
$in,—The principles of Spiritugliem, ee as«they do'n. 
connection with spiritual communion aud’ spilt powers, I think 
should lead to a manifestation of good, by spiritualists imong 
their fellow-beings, according to, their opportunities, equally, a 
least, to that of any Christian community existing. and ‘to the 
cultivation of whatever spirit aids'are’ obtaittble for furthering 
such manifestations. Methinks, that Spiritudlists in, their love 
of good, and firm in faith, are cmineytly cireumstadtedd-to be, of 
service to the afflicted, through the influence. and texarcise, ut 
their powerful magnetic conditions, bythe laying on’of hangs, 
aceourpanied by prayer, and a strong will tobe of good: to others. 
I do not mean merely the’ exervise of. the rintural mesmene 
powers, in the use of the mesmeric seiencé agisuch; when the 
mesmerist for want of being inthe love of gool; andunconnested 
with spirit aid in accordance, has an outtlowing: magnetism, ofter: 
as calculated to do some kind of injury.as good; but. to the us: 
of the magnetic agency ofteu, the mesmeric mamncr,in-ponnect- 
ion with the desires cf love, with prayer, and with-:thht faith! in 
God, which surely attraets the aid of good spirits for. purposes of 
good. T believe that in this way, Spiritualism. may, be, made a 
great blessing to many, enabling! Spiritualists to, show the high 
order of their faith by their works, and to bring tot the belief-aud 


benefits of their Spiritualism many around... pooo 

For this purpose I would beg to suggest ta those whọ. love the 
true and good, especially if . professing medinm or ,mesmeric 
powers, both male and female, the usefulness that. might accrue 
from forming small local associations, and hiring’ a. room near 
poor localities, for periodically using their magnetic powers. for 
the relief and cure of the ‘afflicted : without money and without 
favour, after the manner of the apostles,-and acvording to, the 
recommendation of St. James. Of the power of such persons 
for good to others bodily and merally, the example of the 
apostles might bs adduced, where dove and faith gave to, them 
an overflowing holy magnetism powerful to heal; if others bat 
laid hold of their handkerchiefs cr saturated garments, 

To combat unfaverrgble constructions, especially on the part 
of enemies to Spiritualism, let every use of snch acts of power 
and goodness be produced..by.the invocation of God’s blessing in 
a spirit of faith, and every relieved one be known to have the 
Almighty’s blessing invoked npon him, with adviee to abstain 
from evii. as 

I heleve it would be in the power ef Bpiritnalists to perio: 
even more good in this way cratuitously, than do many 
christian ministers whose-chief. power for good is in their we! 
of month pulpil diseouress, To covet spiritnal gifis for pnrpos.a 
of good 13 as laudable aneanbitiou as any fat can move heras 


a? 


patare ia that direction, hee ee l 

n n pecuniary sense the sugwestion might be carrin ua 
comparative exse, and by a limited ssswiation of persons so Ts 
posed aud suitad tor it, and would give yia to right action pede? 
the adventiwes of experiance... i 
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With these remarks, I leave the subject in the hands of such 
of your readers as desire and feel they could suitably aspire to 
euch a field of usefulness. 

I remain, Sir, 
respectfully yours, 
B. 


September 17th, 1866. 


DEATH OF THE POET PIERPONT. 


The Rev. John Pierpont, one of the oldest of our literary 
celebrities, was found dead in his bed at Medford, Mass., on 
Monday morning last. He had attended church on Sunday, 
called on a few friends afterwards, and was in the enjoyment of 
usual health. Last woek he was at Providence, and officiated as 

resident of the Spiritualist Convention, held in that city. 

Mr. Pierpont was a native of Litchfield, Connecticut, having 
been born there April 6th, 1785, He graduated at Yale College 
in 1804. He afterwards became a school-teacher—a part of the 
time in the South. He subsequently studied law and was ad- 
mitted to the bar of Essex county, Mass. THis health demandin 
more active labour, he abandoned his profession for commercia 
pursuits, first opening a dry goods store in Boston, and after- 
wards in Baltimore—where he failed in business. Disgusted 
with commercial affairs he then studied theology, at Cambridge, 
was afterwards ordained and settled over the Hollis Street 
church in Boston—ramaining there from 1819 to 1845. He was 
- subsequently installed over a church at Medford—where he 
died. 

As a poet, preacher, reformer and controversialist Mr. Pier- 

ont waa well known throughout this country, and even Europe. 
Pris poetry is of a high order, some of which will live long after 
the author is forgotten. Asa reformer he contributed much to 
the intellectual progress of the age. Antislavery, temperance 
and even Spiritualism received his earnest attention ; and his 
last public address was before the Spiritual Convention, in this 
State, last week. He was a warm friend of the Government, in 
the late war ; even volunteering his services to Gov. Andrew, 
of ‘Massachusetts, when the rebellion first broke out. For the 
last three years he was aclerk ia one of the departments at 
Wa hiagcn: 

The close of Mr. Pierpont’s address, at the late Spiritual 
Convention, breathed a strong religious faith, and is singularly 
significant, now that the author is dead. Here are his views. 

“Through Spiritualism I do know that the spirit survives the 
body, and that when it passes through the grave, it has com- 
munion with those who have gone before, When, therefore, I 
am asked the question, whither I am going, I answer I am going 
into the apirit-world, there to meet kindred spirits ; ‘to join,’ in 
the language of the Scriptures, ‘the general assembly of the 
church of the first born, whose names are written in heaven.’ I 
am satisfied that before long, in all probability before I have the 
pleasure of addressing another spiritual convention, T shall put 
off this fleshy garment, and when next you meet, I may be with 
you, unseen, and ms possibly hold communion with one or more 


of you, when you wake or when you sleep, At all events, that 
is my faith; and to that faith I do not mean to be infidel while I 


live, and do not think I shall. People may call me what they 
please, Faithful or unfaithful is a question which lies between 
me and the Infinite Spirit alone. ith Him I am perfectly con- 
tent that itshouldrest. I, therefore, as it becomes me on this 
occasion, retire from the chair to whieh, through your kindness 
I was invited last year, with the knowledge that I am inadequate 
to perform its duties, I canmot see your faces nor hear your 
voices to-day so well, even, aa I could last vear. I gratefully 
acknowledge your kindaess to me, and trust that, as the faith in 
which we are held together as brothers and sisters is not a new 
faith, but a faith that has been held by some in all ages, it will be 
held in all ages; and that as in our age, more than in the past, 
evidences are had that it ia the true faith, more and more will 
gather round this standard ; aud although, before you meet 
again, I may have passed away, I believe that I shall be per- 
mitted, even then, to meet with those who are still left on this 
oe the etream which flows between the seen and the unseen 
worlds,” 


— 


SOMNAMBULISM EXTRAORDINARY IN WEST 
SURREY, 


The following is vouched for :—At a respectable farmhouso in 
the vicinity of Guillord,a few evenings ago, two or throe 
friends dropped in promiscously to tea. No ceremony was ob- 
served" and a large roll of butter brought in on a plate. The 
careful wife proceeded to cut the butter in two, in order that 
ene half of it only might remain on the table. The knifo grated 
an something in the very centre of the butter, and what was 
tbe good lady's astonishment wheu there—in the very heart of 
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the lump—she found a gold watch and chain, very carefully 
rolled up but not enveloped in paper or any other covering ! 
The curiosity, surprise not to say consternation of the guests, as 
well as the farmer and his wife, surpassed all bounds. At this 
juncture Sarah B——— the domestic servant, entered the room 
and uttering a sharp exclamation,as if scared, darted off again 
wrecipitately. Scarce had the farmer time to remark upon 
arah’s strange conduct than she returned, breathless with haste 
and anxiety, ejaculating, “Its mine mum! it’s mine!” Mra, 
—-—— the farmer's wife, remembered to have heard Sarah say 
that she had been left a gold watch and chain by a deceased 
relative, that sho was always in terror of losing it, that she did 
not wear it, as not suitable to a person in her station in life, and 
that for safety she kept it locked up in her box, under her 
clothes, It should be observed that Mrs.-—had never seen the 
watch, which was strange. Now for the solution of the 
mystery. Sarah declared that she had been in the habit, at 
times, when under the influence of strong emotion, of walking in 
her sleep, although this had never been noticed by the 
family, 

On the previous Monday she had been reading in Lloyd's 
Newspaper some dreadful tales of burglary with violerce, on 
which her mind was very intent. On the sume night she hada 
most vivid dream. Shethought that the house had been entered 
by burglars, and that she saw them through a chink in the 
door, enter her master and mistress’s room, They had crape 
on their faces, bludgeons in their hands, and were most deter- 
M ee ruffians. Notwithstanding their disguise, she 
saw ihem so distinctly that she thought she recognised in one 
of them a man who had several times suffered short periods of 
imprisonment for poaching. She tried to scream, but could not ; 
and although very anxious about her master and mistress’s 
welfare, her thoughts seemed to revert, in spite of everything, 
to the necessity for saving her watch. At length she dreamed 
that she hit upon an expedient. She quietly got out of bed, un- 
locked her box, took out the watch, slipped on her dress, and 
softly glided down stairs and madeher way to the dairy. She 
there took a roll of butter of the Saturday's making, wound the 
chain round the watch, and deftly inserted both watch and 
chain in the very centre of the butter, making up the roll 
precisely in the form that it was before. She than thought 
that she passed swiftly upstairs,and reached her room un- 
molested. Such was Sarah’s strange story of her dream on 
Monday night, She added that on entering the parlour where 
the watch was discovered, she at once believed it her's. Her 
first impulse, therefore, was to rush to her box to see whether 
her watch was safe in her usual place. But no! A rapid but 
sufficiently minute examination showed that the watch was gone ; 
and now, on inspecting the article found in the butter,she had 
no hesitation in declaring that it was hers. Her explanation 
was that under the strong influence of the dream, resulting from 
emotion occasioned by the perusal of the burglaries in the 
newspaper, she had actually gone in the night and, in a state of 
somnambulism, deposited the watch and chain where they were 
found. Such, at least appeared to be Sarah's impressions, ex- 
pressed in other language. 

Whatever our re ie may think of this atrange story, it was 
enough to satisfy farmer ——-— and his wife, who accordingly 
handed over to sarah B——— the watch and cha.u—the inno- 
cent cause of so much mystery, wonder and excitement.—West 
Surrey Times. 
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MESSAGE DEPARTMENT. 


Under this head we shall print all spirit messages that we may 
consider worthy. Correspondents wili please write legibly on one 
side only of the paper and abbreviate us much as possible, The 
Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
spirits either embodied or dis-embodied. 


VISIONS. 


To the Editor ofthe Spiritual Times. 

Sir,—I have been perusing for the first time a copy of the 
“ Spiritual Times,” aud find there so many things in accordance 
with oxperiences which I have had, that I feel induced to give 
you a brief account of some of them, 

When a girl at school, my mother was taken dangerously ill I 
was sent for every day for some time At lengthmy governess, 
came to me witha letter which she had received from home, 

ronouncing my mother out of danger, in consequence of which, 
p was not to bo sent for that day. I was much disappointed. I 
wished so much to be with her that T criod all day, and at night 
cried myself to sleep, T then saw something the shape of which 
I cannot describe. It spoke, and I knew it was angry with me for 
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crying so much. It told memy mother would not die then, but 
that I should be “one of a city and two of a family.” Mysterious 
words ! I could see'no meaning in them, still they ever rang in my 
ears, and I felt that they meantsomething. Years passed by. My 
mother died, I was not with her, but long since I was reading 
the bible and came on the words “one of a city and two of a 
family,’ and then, as in a panoramie view to my mind's eye, was 
the fulfilment of my dream. When my beloved mother 
died ,it wassomewhat unexpectedly, She had but two children, 
we were from heme, one in Sussex, the otherin Surrey. Was it 
not ‘one of a city and two ofa family?’ I could relate remarkable 
visions, and dreams enough to fill a volume, but one or two for 
the present must suffice. 

Some years ago, my husband was in business in the London 
Road. Qne evening Iwas coming down stairs, I had been putting 
the baby to bed, I was in excellent health and spirits, the stair- 
ease was as light as day from the gas from the shop, which came 
through a Mkasi To my great surprise there was a 
funeral procession on the stairs, drew close tothe bannisters 
to allow it to pasa, I saw distinctly the black coffin, black nails, 
the chief moarner, a short man with sandy whiskers, with cloak 
and long hat-band,and he so like my own husband, that I 
thought it was a foreshadowing of my own death, how it dis- 
appear I cannot bell, but went through the glass-door into 
the parlour ; my husband asked me what was the matter, I told 
him that I was going to die, that I had seen my own funeral 
with him following me. Of course helanghed atme. However, 
he had sold the business, and we were out ofthe house in a few 
days. About a fortnight after, his mother came to me, and said 
how singular that you skould see Mrs. Creswell’s funeral, I 
Said I never saw Mra. C’s funeral, did not know that she was 
dead. She took our kouse, died the next day, her funeral came 
down those stairs, and her sen followed chief mourner, and he 
was so like my husband, that his mother said, if sho had not 
known, she would have felt sure that it was her son following 
me, it was so like him. 

I can tell other things more marvellous than these, but for 
the present must drop the pen. 

5. D. 


P.S. My husband is living, and he, with many others, 
and bear wituesste many remarkable things that I hare ex- 
perienced. 


EXPERIENCE. 


Sir, —Im the summer of 1857, I organized a circle to sit at an 
ordinary mahogany, loo table for manifestations. The circle was 
composed usually of four or five males, and six or seven females, 
and our sittings commenced about 9 p. m, and ended about 11, to 
i2. For many nights we got uothing of consequenes, still we 
persevered two or three nights weekly. Qne night while we 
were in perfect quietness, a very loud sound which startled us 
all, took place at a couch in the corner of the room. We were 
in comparative darkness at the time On lighting the gas, nothing 
but the isolated couch on the thick carpet was inithe corner ; we 
tried every way we could to imitate the sounds produced by 
lifting the end ofthe couch, and letting it fall suddenly down 
on the foor, and we found that by lifting it up about a foot high 
in the air, aud letting it suddenly fall, the sound produced was 
as exact aspesaible. We were all satisfied about thie fact at the 
time. After that hewever, on other nights, we got many other 
n somo of them wery curious, and which I will 
relate, : 

One night,a highly sensitive young lady, (to mesmerism,) felt 
herself dees hate the centre of the table, head, banda, and 
foet. She directed the attention of all to her position. I lighted 
the gas and found her.as.desoribed, doubled over and under the 
table, like a horse collar, so te speak, without the least contral 


of herself except to speak. She attributed her strange position: 
to being opposite to me. I demagnetized her, and took up a) 


position the second from her to one side, but the same thing 
occurred at once when we made up the circle, she became drawn 


towards the centre of the table as before, so we had to take her: 
out of the circle for that night. We tried hea again, but the: 
same thing occurred, go that we had to dispense with her after-- 


wards, not that she complained of it, but she seemed to us all 
to be made too unhappy. Another night, a lady to my left 
{whom I had magnetized often for a chronic disease she had, 
-ongeveral occasions turned clairvoyant, while under the influence.) 
went into the magnetic sleep unobserved by any of us Two 
other ladies ef the circle were observing luminous clouds under 
the table and wares over it, when Miss S. who was asleep, was 
asked if she saw anything, she whispered “ Yes, and many 
things.” I talked to her, and she described seeing a second 
peraon behind ‘each chair. That at our sensitive friend's chair, 
‘one whem she recognized by description as her dead mother. 
That behind others recognized also by them. At mine a most 
correct description of a dead brother, including a peculiar style 


in which he always wore his hair, she did not know I had a 
brother dead, and some time after this, she gaw for the first 
time a very correct ‘Kit Cat’ portrait of him, and she {drew my 
attention to it, “ That,” said she, “is the gentleman I saw that 
night at your chair.” We had not been talking on the subject 
at the time 

When she directed the attention of the rest to those behind 
the chairs, two other ladies in the cirelo saw! precisely the 
samo figures faintly, and not only that but faintly phosphores- 
cent looking human faces and hands, one, a very eala one 
ofa baby, they all three described its little fat hand, size, shape, 
position and time, when it appeared or disappeared, the two in 
the waking atate, and the one in the clairvoyant. I should say 
that one of these two had been biologized by me locally, on 
several occasions, and the other never. So here were three 
gradations testifying to the same thing. Being convinced of my 
clairvoyant’s lucidity, T put on the lighteffull, and her seeing 
was just the same. I now took her by the hand and led her to 
where she pointedmy brother was standing, (he had moved 
from my chair meantime, and went over to the chimney piece 
she said, and was leaning on his elbow, looking at us approv- 
ingly.) when she came near, I asked her to touch him with her 
hand, aud she would not, as she felt a cold sensation where he 
was ; however, “she was persuaded to put her hand within 
about an inch of his body, and show his outline which she did 
very clearly. I then got Miss L.who was easily biologized, to 
place her two palms together, and insert them in the place 
said to be occupied by him,and she said she felt them very 
cold, and al! at once get very rigid. We tried to separate them, 
but’ could not without perhaps doing her injury. I demag- 
netized them, and they got quite free again.t She described the 
sensation he produced, as similar to mine when I passed over 
them to make them rigid, but hia was far more intense. He 
went again to the middle of the floor,and again Miss L. put 
her hands into the place indicated by MissS,and the same 
eau took placo fully as intense, the hands also felt cold to the 
touch, 

On other occasions, seven out of twelve of us saw various 
lights in the room, and all agreed to their magnitude and pos- 
itions, several would be speaking and pointing to them at 
once. [One lady saw lights tall as a man, one in partieular 
she couldn't bear to be near her, and clung for protection to 
those next to her, She said she could not account for the dread 
she had of that tall light, yet she felt no repugnance to any 
others of a similar kind through the room, ‘The foregoing 
experiments were ropeated over, and over again with like 
results; but we could never get the least movement of the loo 
table or anything else in the room but the supposed lifting of 
the couch. Some were impressed to write odd words or names, 
but during some months the foregoing was abeut the amount 
of my first circle of investigative experience. 

I am, Yours truly, 
. Joseri WALLACE. 
20, College square East, Belfast. (Late of Portaferry.) 
13, September, 1866. 


THE ANSWERING ;VOICE. 


By J. H. Powell. 


£ said, as I mused o'er the past:— 
My life it hath eorely heen tried, 

Sf my lot with the rich had been cast, 
Perhaps I might never have sighed! 

When a voice to my saying replied :— 
Perhaps if your lot ‘had Peen cast 

With the rieh and the proud of the earth 
You might clinginow to- selfishness fast, 

And lose all the riches of Worth. 


J said, as I called back the dreams 
That dazzled my youth like a sun .—- 
; Ef I'd never basked in their beams, 
* How smoothly my life’s course had run ! 
But the anawering voice begun :— 
Perhaps if no dreams had been yours, 
Like a world bereft of its sun, t 
Your clouds would have multiplied scoros, 
To your sun-beams caunted by one, 


I said, es I moodily mused 
On the bubbles of hope since blown :—~ - 
Is a life werth the living abused, 
By a world as heartless as stone # 
Snid the voice in a eerious tane :-— 
A life that iz warthy to give, 
The soul of e martyr must own, 
And learn it is destined to live, 
To reap from tha eceds it hassown, 


ee 
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THE BIGOTS BLOW. 


By J. 0. Powerex. 


Ts it a crime to hold a faith 
in God, and Truth, and Life Eterual 7 
Is ita crime to see in Death, 
Somo beauty born of the Supernal 7 
Is it a crime to hold a creed, 
That strikes all fetters from the slave, 
And deems all Christ-like holy deed, 
The surest passport to the grave? 
Ts this a crime? pray let mo know, 
Then deal on me the bigot’s blow. 


Es it n crime to be sincere ? 

To treasure manhood more than fame 4 
To serve the Truth, forever dear, 

With bleeding heart, and slaudored name 7 
Tz it a crime to love mankind, 

And trust the Father for the rest, 
Believing though we stumble blind, 

He will for us do what is best ? 


‘is this a crime? pray let me know, 


Then deal on me the bigot’s blow. 


is it a crime to view the veil, 
That hides the spirit-world from this, 

Drawn back-—that sinning mortals frail, { 
May know that goodness leads to bliss 1 

Is it a crime to love the dead, 
And know they love us in return ? 


` To feel their hand upon our head, 


And for angelic presence yearn ? 
Ts this a crime ? pray let me know, 
Then deal on me the bigot’s blow. 


-I hold in trast my powers of thought, 


And speak and write as Truth dictates. 
My tongue and pen shall not be bought, 
While reason with my nature mates. s 
Why should F fear to pay devotion 
To principles that hallow life ; 


- Because, forsooth, by strong emotion 


Some Ligot’s breast is stirred to strife 1 


- Iz this a crime? pray let ma know, 


Then deal on me the bigot’s blow. 


T hold a faith more dear to me, 
Than earth’s rich mines and Fame’s proud treasures— 


- A faith that teaches I am free 


. ig this a crime? pray 
t 


To praise the Good in glowing measurea— 
A faith that placks from death its sting ; 
Communes with angels every day ; 
Seos God, The Good, in p fa 
Where Truth Eternal holds her sway. 
Is this a crime? pray let me know, 
Then deal on me tke bigot’s blow. 


Think you a coward’s heart is mine, 
To feign an orthodox belief, 
And kwel at some established shrina, 
Where form and not the Truth is chief? 
I will not yield to eny pope, ` 
The sacred freedom of my goul 
To worship God and cling to hope, 
With faith no bigot shall control. 


- Ts this a crime? pray let me know, 


- Then deal on me the bigot’s blow. 


All eve the children of one God, $ 
With bodies formed alike of dust ; 


-AN have the right upon the sod, 


To emulate the “ good and just,” 
And those with me whose faith is strong 
That soul is not a thing of clay, 


- May epeed tha deathless truth along, 


And smile at Persecution’s away. 
let me know, 


Then deal on me the bigots blow. 


Tet those that think as twat they may, 
Think for themselv.s, but net for me 
J Il uever bid them eene to ony 
The trath that moves them. Mins ehall be 
No bigot-hand to striko a brother , 
Keeani myvelf tots to and five 
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The Master's words, “ Love one another => 
i Are words to others I would give. 
“Ys this a crime ? ‘pray let me know, 
Then deal on me the, bigot’s blow. 


TITE “SPIRITUAL” PRESS. 
(From the “ Brighton Gazette,” Sep..13., 1866.) 


In our last week's article we referred to the false, libellous, 
and mischievous articles repeatedly put forward by the cheap 
metropolitan press, calculated to. inflame the passions of the 
weak and designing. We have lately received a copy of a bi- 
monthly publication, which we are grieved to find has béen in 
existence for upwards of twelve months. A more paltry: print 
(we cannot class it emongst respectable journals) we have ' never 
seen, and how it has so long existed is a marvel to us. In name 
and title it is The Spiritual Times, and professes its devotion to’ 
“the facts, philosophy, and practical uses of modern Spiritual- 
ism,” Now, what “ Spanair e ” can have to do with alleged 
pauper grievances we are at a loss to discover, but can only 
infer that as the “ Editor ” is one J. IT. Powell, amechanic, who 
some few years since relinguished a situation atthe. Brighton 
Railway works in order that he might actively ally himself 
with the questionable doctrines then coming into ‘notoriety, he 
has becn at a loss for material wherewith to fill his columns, and 
falls back on Brighton, and presents, as the’ principle article in 
his journal, “Experience in the Workhouse.” Let not our 
readers'imagine that in this articlo they arcabout to read anything 
akin to that presented by the “Amateur Casual.” Nothing of 
the kind. It {is an article reflecting upon the conduct (some 
years since) of the officials, aud the treatment experienced by, 
those brought to distress and needing the refuge of the Brighton 
Workhouse. As a result of enquiries instituted, we could 
mention much more of the alleged “ unfortunate “mother” and 
“cruelty and barbarism” than evidently the talented (1) con- 
ductor is aware of but the best answer to such charges is that 
the said unfortunate mother within the last few days has sought 
the appointment of paid nurse at the workhouse in ques 
tion. 

Doubtless itwas on account of the insertion of this article 
that some unknown friend favoured us with acopy. We thank 
him for his kindness, and shall best show our gratitude by 
dissecting the precious document before us. An article, of the 
semi-advertisement species, tells us that a certain Dr. Mc. I, a 
healing medium of great power, has left Newcastle for London, 
under spirit direction, and is about, ts commence the work of 
healing the sick. Tho Editor says; “we hopo his spirit guide 
will prove true to him, yet confess that we should long hesitate 
before abandoning a practice in Noweastlé to be subjected to 
the vicissitudes which must attend a stranger in London.” And 
now let us ask this’ apostle of Spiritualism; Mr. J. H. Powell, 
where is his faith? ` Either this healer of the-sick did not leave 
his former sphere tnder yri guidance, and, therefora, in vulgar 
terms, is a liar, or if Mr, Powell is convinced that he did so leave 
he must have no faith in Spiritualism,'or he- would not hesitate 
in obeying the spirit guidance. The shownian, telling of Nap- 
oleon and Wellington, tells “his pretty little dears” that 
Napoleon is ‘‘ whichever you’ please, you'pays' your money and 
you takes'your choice.” In the present ease Our readers must 
similarly judge : there. ‘are ‘the “Doctor, thé Editor, and the 
readers. (if any) of this precious publication; and’ amongst them 
we think we have shown that tlie apellations,in mild lnuguage, 
of perverters of trath,of dishonest principles, and easy duper 
may be equally distributed.: > °° ee w 

Then comes the beggiiig-bex. Mr. Home, to whom too arack 
of this spiritualistic humbug is dué,—Mr: Tome is im want':of 
money ; Spiritualism doés'not pay, he-las no adequate means to 
nupport himself and his’ son, and so he secks to inaugurate & 
Spiritual Atheneum, sustained by voluntary annual subscritp- 
ions of five guineas each, and, if the planis successful, Mr. Home 


‘| will have a ome for himeelf and son, and will give his services 


as Seorctary in oxchange.. What wondrous liberality! We 
are told in the same paragraph that this hero of Spiritualism has 
never yet bartered his talent for gold. Into his antecedents we 
will not now go; but it seems to us, that this providing a home 
for Mr, TIome is a rich species of homebug. 

Of “extraordinary dreams ” and silly “ ghost stories,’ such ax 
our atupid old nurses half u century back delighted to frighten. 
us with, wo have plenty, but these are pieces of trash scarcely 
worth notice. A certain Mr. David B. Hale reproduces from an 

‘American work, some ‘remarkable cases of trauce” Modern 


.{spiritualistic agents claim for themselves n wondrous pewer, but 


if the miracles performed by our blessed Savimi and the 
prophets aud apostles cf old aro- to be, by ther, reduced to a 
science, and the operator,—in one case be it remembered our 
blessed Lord Himself, designate Lag a magnotiser, and Mia objects 
of resurrection to life merely supposed dend bodies ” if, we sny, 
thig is the doctrine sought to be inculeated, wo fee) that w: 


-:@riticism, you charge 
« personal, 


Ei 


_-gonseience on'thescore of head work.) I started 


` the other the case of Eutychus being restored by Paul, 


` writers, he often restored 


‘prake mis-statements concerning me. 


- | supplied to"your paper about that time ~ 
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are not in one tittle stepping out of our path, in denominating 
this spititualistic’. agency as humbug, and its professors as 
blasphemous and irreverent men unworthy. to be countenanced 
in achristian land, In support of our position let our readers 
‘say what they think of the following :— 

Here are instances in the ancient records of resuscitation being pre» 
duced by the prostration of the magnetiser on the person of the supposed 
dead body. . One is the case of Elisha and the son ofthe Shunemite, and 

Jegus possessed 
that-power go strongly that, according: to the testimony ‘of the sacred 
persons to life after apparent death, without 
even touching them, and also cured various diseases in the same man- 
ner, 

iAnd now, merely turning to the “ Message Department ” of 
this publication, we will ask our readers what they think of, the 
following. presumptuous “ Notice to correspondents” = ` 
Under this head we shall print all spirit messages that we may consider 

worthy. Correspondents } will please write legibly on one side 

only of the paper; ant abbreviate as much as possible. The Editor 
does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of spirits either em~- 
bodied ór dis-embodied. ‘ : 

.© Humbug’ of humbugs, all is humbug,’ must be -the verdict 
of -every sensible man, We have had enough of Mr. J. H, 
‘Powell tnd his spiritualistic—trash’ we wero about to say, but 
we Will use the right term—deception. As such he knows it 
to fe, for, with all his'false pretences, we believe him to possess 
some amount of commion sense. : 


AN APOLOGY FROM THE “BRIGHTON GAZETTE.” 


„The “Brighton Gazette” of the 27th, inserts the subjoined 
letter from us:— as f 
To the Editor of the Brighton Gazette. 

_Sir,—In an article which appeared in your issue of the 13th., headed 
“the ‘Spiritual ’.. Press,” whilst exercising your legitimate right of 
me with deception, in language unmistakeably 
You have a right I doubt not, to ridicule, discredit, and 
.dénounce the facts of Spiritualism (especially as you know little, or 
nothing about them J, but you have no right to impugn my integrity, or 

I honestly believe, rightly or 
wrongly, in Spiritualism, not as you: understand it, but as it presents 
itself to my own mind, and I am not the contemptible knave which your 
remarks make, me appear. ; UO 
= Yousay that I “ relinquished a situation atthe Brighton Railway works 
to actively ally myself with the questionable doctrines then coming into 
notoriety.” Now this is a pure fabrication, as facts will attest. When I 
left the Brighton Railway works, I was charged: with no crime (or prob- 
ably you would have declined to insert the numcrous contributions which 
Perhaps as you take pains 
to refer to the fact of my having worked as a mechanic, you consider it 
criminal for me to devote myself to literature. Be that as-it may, T do 
hot act as you consider right, but as I myself consider right, And I 
never take any pains to conceal, the fact that I once worked ag a me- 
chanics because J see nothing discreditable.either in hand work or head 
work but Jishonesty. As far as my hand work and head work go, I do 
not feel that I have much tu answer for, which a manly sense of honour 
doea not approve. I trust that those who. malign me, who have ever 
been above the condition of hand labour, may settle accounts with their 
“ Powell's Domestic 
Magazine,” which was not devoted to“ questionable doctrines.” There- 
fore this count of your indictment against me must be at once dismissed 
as false, ‘Respecting the question of “ deception ” it is worth considering 
that if I am decieved, i.e, if Spiritualism be the thing you take it to be, L 
am not alone, since hundreds of the best and bravest minds in Christen- 


. dom keep me company. My purpose now however is not to go into the 


communications from 


subject of Spiritualism. but to, appeal to your sense of manliness by 
calling upon you to retract the charges you have made against my Mm- 
tegrity. You may say I am deceived if you like, but you shall not 
pronounce me a ‘conscious deceiver’ unless you are prepared to sustain 
your position, Having written you this, of which I keep a' copy, it will: 
depend -upon you to do what is just to me as well as to yourself, and, if 
you refuse, I shall have to consult my solicitor. J. H. Power, 

The “Gazette? replies :— 

“ Quri roply need only be brief, our remarks being directed more 
against the body of men with whom Mr. Powell had become allied, and 
the newspaper with which he is connected,than against Mr. Powell 
himself, It is folly to presume that we hold it discreditable for a man 
to exchange mannal for mental Inbour, seeing the number of elever 
writers who have risen from the people. As to the “ Domestic Maga- 
zine,’ his remarks on that score are & simple evasion. ‘The ‘* question- 
able doctrines ” referred to in our article were clearly directed against 
those presumptuous theories set forth by spirit rappers, mesmcrists, and 
professors of clairvoyance. As to deception, the charge is this—a certain 
newspaper promulgates ghost stories as facts, professes to publish 
the inhabitants of an unseen world—represents 
the prophet Elisha as an Electro Biologist, and our blessed Lord 
Himself as a mere Mesmerist, This we take to be deceiving the people, 
and Mr. Powell as Editor is responsible for the deception. 

“Mr, Powelll recognizes tho possibility of his being himself deceived ; 
we allege no more. As to his being a * conscious deceiver *that is beyond 
our power to determine, it must be left to his own conscience. We 
have no desire to injure Mr, Powell personally, and are sorry he should 
think so ; bat the theories and practices with which he is associated, are 
sguch as to call forth our most determined hostility. If desired, we will 
willingly retract the last sentence of our article, of which only Mr. 
Powel! can have reason to complain, Speaking of the deception, it 
says :— As such he (Mr, P.) knows it to be, for, with all his false 


pretences, we believe him to pesses3 some amount of common sense. 
If Mr. Powell deems this expression of opinion wrong or offensive, we 
entirely withdraw it.” ? 

‘As far ns the retraction gocs, we are satisfied ; but for the 
Editor's own sake wish he had said less, and been less evasive in 
his general remarks, For instance he says, “ our remarks upon 
the “Domestic Magazine ” are simply an evasion.” We deny it. 
The Editor of the “Gazette” charged vs with leaving tho 
Brighton Railway Works “ in order that we might actively ally 
ourselves ” with what he is pleased to term, “the questionable 
doctrines then coming into notoriety.” We reply: “that wo 
knew nothing whatever of the ‘questionable doctrines, at that 
timo,” and gave as proof a fact, viz: the starting of “ Powell’s 
Domestic Magazine.” Tow is that an evasion on our part} 

The lame attempt to support the charge of “ deception” is very 
arousing. So also are his assumptions, He calls us a “deceiver x 
in one sentence, and in the next says, “ Mr, Powell admits the 


| possibility of his being himself deceived. We allego no more,” 


and in the very last sentence retracts his former charge of decep- 
tion preferred against us, As to the strong words about the 
hostility entertained by him to spirit-rapping, clairvoyance, 
mesmerism, c., we have only to.say, “ Where ignorance is bliss, 
tis folly to be wise.” 


AN EXPLANATION. 
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A few days after the Davenports were .at St. Cloud, the 
Emperor had Robin there to give his imitation of them. This 
was stated by the press, to be for the purpose of exposing the 
trick, and was of course made a great handle of by sceptics. By - 
those who knew the Emperor te be a believer in spiritual man- 
ifestations, it was supposed to have been a stroke of policy on 
his part, to do away with the idea that he was publicly lending 
himself to Spiritualism. 

Tho real object in sending for Robin is now known, and was 
communicated to Monsieur Derosne, by the official who has the 
management of such matters. He stated that the young prince, 
who was present at the Davenport seances, was so impressed with 
what he witnessed, that he did nothing but talk about the: 
spirits ; and the Emperor fearing it might have an injurious 
effect on his youthfu mind, sent for Robin to dispel his fears, by 
giving his sham manifestations, which His Majesty at the time 
pronounced the most absurd affair he had ever witnessed. 


ameen tnt 


Miss Hardinge has arrived safely in America. 


The Davenports commenced séances at Amsterdamon the 19th, 
with fair prospects of success. 


Wu learn that Mr. Robert Cooper has been elected one of the 
honorary members of the Spiritual Athenaum. This ig an 
honor he well merits. 


a a aranne eenegen 


THE WYNYARD GHOST STORY. 


Sır John Sherbrooke and General Wynyard, when young 
officers, in the same regiment, were on foreign service in Nova 
Scotia. One evening shortly before dark, the two friends wore 
sitting together, in Wynard’s room, one with two doors, through 
which it was impossible to go in or out of the bedroom, except 
by passing through this sitting room. S. looking up saw a tall 
person standing beside the door that opened into the passage, 
and to which appearance he attracted W’s attention, who also 
saw it, Both remained silent, and gazed for some time at the 
figure, which glided slowly across the chamber. In passing, ib 
gazed at W., and seemed to enter the bedroom. 

« My brother !” said W. to Sir J. S. ‘fhe friends proceeded 
into the room, where no cne could be seen. They noted the 
day and hour, and the story became known amongst the other 
officers of the regiment.’ AN anxiously awaited the arrival of the 
mail from England, which brought a letter stating the death of 
the brother atthe day and hour, when “his spirit appeared or 
seemed to appear” to the tivo friends, as above mentioned. 

‘Time wont on, and S. returned to England, where, one day in 
Piccadilly, on the opposite side of the strect, he saw the exact 
image of the Nova Scotian apparition. 

He darted overthe way and spoke to the person seen, and mer. 
tioned the events of the apparition, &e, The gentleman listened, 
but declared he had not been out of England, He added, “Tam 
the twin brother of him whose spirit you imagine to have sees. 
in Nova Scotia. While he was living we were considered ta 
bear an extraordinary resemblance to each other. 

The figure when seen appeared emaciated and ill. 


24th. September, 1866, ac. 
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p tures,” &c., 


The price to subscribers will be SEVEN 
SHILLINGS and SIXPENCE. ‘The book 
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from the papers contributed by the Author 
to the Sprrirvan Times, together with 
much original matter. 


_ Address to the Author, 
6, Sidney Terrace, Grove Road, 
Victoria Park, E. London. 


THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES” BY POST. 
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will be sent dircet from the Office 
post free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
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{UPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN 

$ THE LIFE OF J, B. FERGUSON; 

Including twenty years’ observation of Preter- 
Natural Phenomena. 

Edited by T. L. Niıcnors, M.D., author of 
** Forty Years of American Life,” * Biography 
of the Brothers Davenport,’’ &c., &c. 

This book contains the personal experi- 
ences of Mr, Ferguson, and his observations 
during twenty years, under favourable circum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the mos 
striking physical,to the higher forms of psychi- 
cal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer- 
quaon, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. The work of the editor will be the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished. him, and the orderly narration of 
the facta, and he has reason to believe that no 
wotk of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will be found in this volume. 

All arder to be sent tothe * Spiritual Times” 
Office. 
Lrceys, l4, Newman Street Oxford Street, W 


PRINTING. 
Circulars, Bill-heads, Address 
Cards, Pamphlets, Books, and 
every description of Printing at 
Reasonable Prices at the office of 
the “SpiritualTimes,” 6,Sidney- 
terrace, Grove-road,; Victoria- 
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CLAIRVOYANT EXAMINATIONS AND 
MAGNETIC TREATMENT 


For the RELIEF and CURE of DISEASE. 
Da. HUGH McLEOD, 
No, 82, Bernard Street, Russell Square, W. C. 


Consultations from 12 till 5 P. M.—No 
Operations undertaken after that hour. 

Affords facilitics to Spiritualists presented by 
no other institution in the world. ‘The result of 
several years incessant accumulation at great 
personal sacrifice, has brought together, the 
largest and most varied selection of spiritual and 
progressive literature accessible to the public in 
this or any other country. This rich store the 
Proprietor places at the disposal of Spiritualists 
for the use of themselves and the cause, on the 
following 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

First Crass.—Subscribers paying £5, 5s. the 
Year, £3 the Half Year, £1. 10s. 6d. per 
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class and expensive institution, as far as litera- 
ture is concerned, including the Home and 
Foreign periodicals, Subscribers may place the 
books obtained in the hands of inquirers or 
friends, and use them as if they were their own. 
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purchase parcels of books are supplied at a 
considerable Reduction. 


C N OCTOBER 1sr, PRICE 6&p. 
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Convention oF TIHE BRITISH AssoctaTion OP 
Procressive Spiritualists, held at Newcastle 
-on-Tyne, July 25th and 26th, 1866. ‘This 
Report is the cheapest spiritualistic publication 
that has yet appoared in England. It contains 
much more matter than the report of the First 
Convention, and of such a kind as to place the 
facta, principles, and present position of Spirit- 
ualism before the public. The Association 
fraternally invite Spiritualista to aid them in 
placing this Report in the hands of all persons 
interested in the cause. It may be obtained at 
4ds. Öd, per duzen, 53. Od, Post-free, for distribu- 
tion. 

The Report embodies :— 

The Secratary’s Report, and that of members 
from various parts of the Country, giving much 
information on the progress of the movement. 

The doings of the Kingston Mediums, By 
Mr. Champernowne, with a choice selection of 
remarkable communications from the spirit- 
world. 

“ Spirit Persecution,” a paper by T.E. Part- 
ridge Esq., followed by an interesting disscus- 
sion on “evil” spirits, and how to deal with 
them. 

An abstract of a paper on “Organization.” 
By J. H. Powell, Editor of the Spiritual Times. 

“The Power of the spirit,” a paper by Dr. 
MeLeod. 

“ The Phenomena of the-Double.” Dy Mr. 
Etchells, of the Huddersfield circle, showing 
how their mediums can be seen many miles 
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the close of each day's proceedings, Also, 
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MEDICAL MESMERISM 
and Clairbonunce. 
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Mrs, St. Aubin attends patients daily, at her 
residence, 32, Upper Berkley St. Portman 
Square. Somnabulic consultations for diseases; 
their causes and remedies, 

Extreme cases of Choleraic Diarrhoea, trea- 
ted with, and cured by magnetic processes. 

; Highly recommended by the medical pro- 
ession. 


SPIRITUALISM 
AND CLAIRVOYANCE. 


O 


Mrs, St. Aubin, spiritual medium and claire 
voyant, attends circles and séances for spiritual 
phenomena, 32, Upper Berkley St, Portman 
Square, or, at the residence of the applicant, 
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